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The indignation of the priests of the countries enslaved by Hitler is fully
shared by us, Russian Orthodox servants of the Church. A high spirit of faith
unites all Orthodox Christians and gives them strength in the struggle with the
hated enemy until victory is secured.

ARCHPRIEST PAUL TSVETKOV,

19 April, 1942,

The Week of the Holy Myrrhbearers*

ANTI-FASCIST   DECLARATIONS  OF  CHRISTIAN  CLERGY
BY ARCHPRIEST SERGIUS DAEV
Metropolitan Sergius, in his epistles to the Orthodox Christian believers,
points out the absolute hostility of the Hitler regime to the basic principles of
Christianity. This point of view of the Most Holy Acting Patriarch is com-
pletely shared by the clergy of the Anglican Church.
The highest representative of the Anglican Church, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, in his frequent statements, fervently supports the friendship of the
British and Russian peoples in the struggle against deceitful Hitler. "At the
present time," he says, "all our thoughts should be directed to the East, where
an embittered war is taking place on the Russian plains. There a battle for the
freedom of the whole world is being waged with heroic courage and obstinacy.
We should be proud of our new allies. We must remember that Russia's fight
is our fight and that the Russians fight for all countries which have still preserved
their freedom and for all countries which are now enslaved. They fight for the
overthrow of the hated tyranny. We should always be thankful to the Russians
for the blows which they deal to our opponents and for the damage caused by
them to the colossal and cruel German war machine. The valour and courage
shown by the Russians bind us to render them every help."
The Archbishop of Canterbury wrote a special prayer for the granting of
victory to the Russian Army. The Anglicans take a most active part also in the
collections in aid of Soviet Russia. Everywhere and always the Anglican
clergy welcome unconditionally the battle of the Russian people against
Hitlerism. In a letter from the clergy of the parish of Great Dunmow, in Essex,
we read:
"In so far as in the past there existed alienation and mutual misunder-
standing between the U.S.S.R. and the religious public opinion of England
we desire to show our high esteem of the unyielding resistance of the Soviet
people to the heathen forces of racial hatred and tyranny. We express our
preparedness to support our heroic allies wiih words and deeds,"
The letter was signed by the vicar of the parish and fifteen priests.   Besides
that, there appeared on it the signature of the Bishop of Chelrnsford.
The clergy of America join their voices unanimously to those of the Anglican
and Orthodox Churches. More than a thousand Protestant bishops and other
representatives of the clergy appealed to Roosevelt in a joint letter asking for the
maximum aid for Russia.